Blood donated for anemic child

This story appeared in the Antelope Valley Press on Saturday, July 7, 2007. 

Valley Press


PALMDALE - Twenty-three employees and friends donated blood recently during a Waste Management-sponsored American Red Cross blood drive at the Antelope Valley Landfill. 

The drive was the second at the facility in support of John Paul Quintero, the 5-year-old nephew of employee Oscar Gomez. 

Quintero has diamond blackfan anemia, an extremely rare blood disorder that prevents his body from producing red blood cells. The treatment for the disease, which affects about 600 to 700 people worldwide, requires blood transfusions every two weeks, and Quintero already has received more than 130 transfusions. 

Gomez, who is landfill operations specialist at Waste Management, has helped to organize other blood drives and events in support of the family. The first Waste Management drive was Feb. 1. 

Gomez also created the Web site www.johnpaulquintero.com to tell John Paul's story and pay tribute to the extended family of friends, neighbors and strangers that has grown around the Quinteros. 

"Diamond blackfan anemia is a chronic illness, so the blood transfusions are essentially John Paul's lifeline," Gomez said. "We are grateful not only for Waste Management's support, but also for the support of the local community. Everyone has really rallied behind John Paul and our family." 

The community also came together when John Paul's father, Juan Quintero, was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig's disease, in May 2006. 

More details about diamond blackfan anemia can be found at www.dbafoundation.org.

